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 March 2020 
 

Welcome to the 40th issue of our newsletter. We have reports on the first visits 
of the autocar, to the Warley exhibition and the Great Central Railway’s Winter 
Steam Gala. Visits are planned to Didcot at Easter and the NYMR in June.  
 
There has been some very positive feedback over last issue’s double page     
centrespread. I can’t promise to make it a regular feature - it does depend on 
having a suitable illustration - but it’s something we plan to do again. 
 
We need your help. Although the ‘restoration’ part of the project is nearly  
completed, we still need volunteers. Unfortunately a few of the regulars 
(myself included) are no longer able to put in much time as we used to, and for 
the Trust to make the best possible use of the autocar and trailer, we really 
need  people to volunteer their time and skills - and not all of these roles need 
you to live close to our Embsay base. Details of how you can help are on our 
web-site and the next page. If you can’t help, do you know someone who can?  
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Chairman’s notes  …..………………………………………………………..….... 4 

Progress report ………………………………………………..………………...…. 6 

GCR visit report  …………………….…………………………………………....  10 

2020 AGM report   .…….………………………..……………………...….….. 15 

Warley visit report  …………..………………………………………………….. 16 

‘Tail Lamp’   .…….………………………..……………………………......….….. 20 

 

New members 

A warm welcome to Mr J Cocker of Irthlingborough, Mr P Ross of                   
Hemel Hempstead and Mr M Anderson of Skipton.   
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  Chairman’s notes 

John Furness 
 
Recently I had the privilege of accompanying the autocar at the Warley model 
show. Never having been to the NEC, this was something of an eye opener for 
me. Especially as the autocar was the first item into the hall on the Thursday 
afternoon. It looked totally lost, tiny in that vast hall. Yet as the exhibits filled 
the space, it became obvious it was by far and away the biggest item there. It 
towered over everything. You couldn’t miss it, and I don’t think anyone did. It 
was only seldom that any of us manning the stand weren’t chatting with yet 
another curious well wisher.  

Again at the Great Central Railway’s gala last weekend, it went down a storm. It 
appears we have a very popular exhibit. And we need to look after it and      
present it well. At the AGM I made the point that the idea of our own shed is 
well received by the YDR management team. But we must lead the way. None 
of us on the board have the required skills. Surely someone in our membership 
does? Anyone fancy the Civil Engineering role? Or the fundraising challenge? 
Because if no one comes forward the shed won’t happen. And we don’t want 
that, do we?    

Vacancies:   

Secretary — see page 15  
 

Publicity Officer, to publicise and promote the Trust, liaise with the media and 
engage with the public, including online through social media.  
 

Fund-raiser, both to solicit donations & generate finance through sales.  
 

Civil engineer, as above, for leading a shed construction project.  
 

Grant application lead, for the shed/museum.   
 

Any members of professions, for technical advice when needed.  
 

Volunteers/stewards to assist with passenger PR work and staffing publicity/
sales stands at exhibitions and/or when the autocar’s ‘on tour’.   
 

Please contact us via the details given on the inside of the front cover.  
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Above: Volunteer line-up at Warley (Alan Chandler).  
 

Below: The autocar at Rothley, on the Great Central Railway. (Sean Croshaw)  



6 

 Progress Report  
 

Steve Hoather, pictures Alan Chandler   
 

During the autumn the regular Thursday group continued work on the power 
car. The main job was to design an enclosure for the saloon fan heaters which 
would enable the heaters to operate without getting too hot to touch, with the 
risk of a child who might be crawling under the seat burning themselves. The 
second version (photo opposite top) was satisfactory, and Alan placed an order 
with Yorkshire Profiles to cut and bend the various sections for us to assemble. 
A start was made with fitting the conduit and cables for the six heaters in the 
saloon, but time beat us and this will need to be finished when the vehicle    
returns to Embsay after Easter.  
 
Other jobs tackled were mainly in preparation for when the Trailer is finished – 
fitting remote fire bottle discharge buttons on the solebar under the engine, 
and making barriers (photos opposite) so the cab area can be partitioned off 
when the engine room is on the inside of the formation and may be unattended. 
 
Throughout the summer, the emergency tools (saws, short crowbar, scotches 
etc.) had been kept in a cardboard box in no. 2 cab, which looked untidy but 
Colin made a wooden box with a seat on top to go in the secondman’s position, 
which enables these items to be stored neatly and provides a second seat when 
needed (see photos below). Also, a commercial battery filling system was      
installed to enable all 48 cells to be topped up, as there is very limited head-
room in the battery box. This system is similar to that used on many main line 
coaches.  
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At short notice, the power car was used to run the Embsay Railway’s scheduled       
timetable on three Sundays in November and ran satisfactorily. I went out with 
it on the last day in order to check the effectiveness of the draught proofing we 
had fitted and was pleasantly surprised to find that the midday run was almost 
full. 
 
Finally, the big day for loading the power car onto a lorry to go to the Warley 
exhibition at the NEC arrived. The lorry was due at lunchtime, but eventually 
arrived at 1715, so loading was carried out in the dark. Reid’s lorry is a long (60’ 
or so) tractor and trailer unit, and the end of the trailer is lowered and a ramp 
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built to winch the vehicle on. We were very impressed that the ramp was     
assembled and ready for winching in just under an hour after arrival, and all       
went well until the second (motor) bogie hit the bottom of the ramp and the 
vehicle would not move further as it overloaded the winch. Investigation 
showed that the vertical angle at which the bogie was sitting in relation to the 
body meant the pull rod was applying the brakes, and we were unable to gain 
access to wind back the slack adjuster. Eventually John was able to climb under-
neath with a hacksaw, cut and remove the split pin and knock out a pin in the 
linkage which freed the brakes. With hindsight, this may well have also been 
the cause of several incidents during the summer when the brakes on this    
bogie were found to be binding, so we will check the setting of the automatic 
slack adjuster and cut back part of its cover so that it can be wound back by 
hand if necessary. 
 
The power car was eventually loaded and secured on the lorry by about 1930. 
The crew slept on the lorry ready for an early start and it arrived on time at the 
NEC the next day. Because of its size, the lorry is restricted as to the routes and 
times it can move – it was not allowed on the A59 eastwards over                 
Blubberhouses.   
 
The power car remained on the trailer during the exhibition and left on the  
Sunday evening, arriving at Quorn the next day. By late afternoon it was safely 
in the GCR loco shed at Loughborough ready for Dave Moore to start his list of 
jobs during the winter. 
 
Shortly before Christmas, Dave Moore came up for the day and we fitted the 
remaining brake linkage to the trailer car, after which we were able to apply air 
to the new air brake cylinders and check that they operated the brakes on both 
bogies correctly. A week later the trailer was lifted on the jacks and John and 
Andrew began fitting the air pipework. Since the reservoirs, cylinders and     
distributor were already in position, this was a relatively straightforward task, 
so that by the middle of January we could start fitting the two conduits – one 
through control from the inner end to the cab, and a second heater conduit 
from the inner end and looping to each compartment. 
 
Meanwhile down at Loughborough, Dave Moore has been working on various 
electrical modifications, the main one being to fit a new control panel in no. 2 
cab to feed the saloon heating. This is now complete and wired into the desk 
(photo opposite) and following a test run was used at the GCR Gala over the 
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weekend of 25/26 January. It proved extremely popular with both staff and 
passengers and, since it was a steam gala, made us known to a group of        
enthusiasts who are normally interested only in steam. 
 
At the beginning of February, Alan and I went down to Loughborough to test 
the effectiveness of the new heaters in the saloon which Dave had temporarily 
wired up. The heaters use about half of the power available from the alternator 
set at idling (leaving the other half for the trailer), and showed that after about 
40 minutes the saloon temperature was about 12 degrees above ambient. This 
test showed our design was satisfactory, so we will install the heaters            
permanently before next winter.  
 
The power car will remain at Loughborough for further work until Easter, when 
it goes to Didcot for a railcar gala, before returning to Embsay.  
 
 
 
Below: The heater control box is centre right, behind the handbrake column. 
(Dave Moore)  
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Great Central Railway Winter Steam Gala  
 

For two months before the gala, there had been a lot of electrical work done on 
the autocar. Running in the gala gave the engineering team a chance for an  
extended test of this and the opportunity to participate in a major gala.  
 

The autocar was included in a ten steam loco event that is always massively 
attended by the hardcore steam enthusiasts. Because it was a late decision, and 
the GCR didn't know how well an unheated diesel railcar would go down, the 
autocar’s inclusion wasn’t advertised in advance. Thus, visitors on Saturday got 
a huge surprise when the autocar motored out of the engine shed and into the 
platform. Rather than people standing back and saying, “We've paid for steam 
train rides, we’ll give this one a miss”, the interest was almost overwhelming.  
 

We ran three round trips at 25 mph on both Saturday and Sunday from Lough-
borough to Rothley (5.5 miles), with the autocar running in the usual DMU slot 
in the Winter Steam Gala schedule.   
 

The autocar did the six trips without difficulty, and was enormously popular, 
and Dave Moore (as the travelling engineer) got bombarded with questions 
about it. The indications are that there is a massive vein of interest and support 
that is yet to be tapped into. And it looks like the interest comes from both the 
Steam and Diesel camps. Because it's so old (it's currently the oldest vehicle on 
site at GCR), the steam enthusiasts recognise it as being genuine early steam 
era, and waive the fact that it's diesel powered. The GCR were delighted that 
the autocar was so well received. The comments from visitors were hugely 
complimentary, on every aspect, from the body restoration which people    
marvelled at (there is no ‘old’ coaching stock at GCR), to the power equipment. 
The team gave a lot of membership leaflets out, but the interest was so great a 
platform publicity/sales stand would be useful to field enquiries. (Why we’re 
keen to recruit volunteer stewards for when the autocar’s ‘on tour’). 
 

By Saturday afternoon, the team at the GCR had concluded that we really need 
a 100 seat version of the autocar. When we then got stuck at signals due to  
operating difficulties for 1.5 hours, we needed a buffet and a toilet version! We 
only just coped with the volume of passengers, and the use of the autocoach 
will indeed be essential for running it in general service.  
 

Our thanks to the GCR for the invite and the photographers who sent us their 
photos to use. We plan to run on the GCR again on their ‘Goods Galore Gala on 
28/29 March.   

DJM/SG 
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                                                                                                                                 DJM/
SG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above: 3170 at Rothley on Saturday (25th), attracting interest. (Paul Abell) 
 

Below: Departing Rothley, with every seat taken. Ceiling straps are now on the 
‘to-do’ list... (Sean Croshaw) 
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Above: No. 3170 approaching Rothley, viewed from the road overbridge by the 
station. (Sean Croshaw)  
 
Below: The autocar makes a splash of colour outside Loughborough engine 
shed. (Nigel Mapstone)  
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Two views from Loughborough station’s platform end. Above, Nigel Mapstone, 
below, Paul Abell. Thankyou to all those who have contributed photos of this 
weekend, there are other photos on our web-site.  
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Secretary’s Report – AGM 2020 
 
Annual General Meeting - Saturday 25th January 
Six Trustees, two Committee members and two ordinary members were present at the 
meeting held in the tea room at Bolton Abbey station. 
 
Trustee elections 
 

Neil Hubbs was re-elected as the representative for the Embsay & Bolton Abbey Railway. 
Peter Lund, Treasurer was re-elected for another three year term. 
Paul Jarman, who had been representative from Beamish Museum and was a key figure 
in the original setup of the Trust and helped us in obtaining grants has stood down. Now 
that the autocar is operational and trailer coach will soon be, it was felt that the role has 
less relevance. His position has now been taken by Wendy Anderson, C&W Manager of 
the E&BASR. Now that the autocar is operational it is felt that another rep from the 
hosting railway and one who is involved in C&W maintenance, would be beneficial to 
the partnership. 
 
Members Day and AGM 2020 
 

It is proposed that the AGM is brought forward to a low season operational day in early 
November each year. This will coincide with a ‘Members Day’ where Autocar Trust 
members will be able to have a free return trip. The date set for this year is Saturday 
November 7th. 
 
Secretary’s Role 
 

After nine years in the role as Secretary, I will not be seeking re-election at the next 
AGM. It has been an absolute privilege to work on this fantastic project with a fabulous 
and dedicated team. However, I am getting an increasing workload with my other    
Trustee role with the LNER Coach Association, which is local to me, and with a full-time 
job, I am looking at cutting down my workload. 
 
We are therefore looking for one of our members to take on this role and become a 
charity trustee. It involves keeping records at Companies House and Charity Commission 
up to date, submitting annual returns online and organising Committee/Trustees 
meeting and the Annual General Meeting. It would be advantageous to be within     
commutable distance to Embsay. 
 
Anyone who feels that they might be able to take on this role, please contact me on 
01439 771758 or dcull641@gmail.com 

Dave Cullingworth, Secretary.  

mailto:dcull641@gmail.com
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Above: More of an atmospheric view than intended: loading the autocar onto 
the trailer Wednesday evening. (Alan Chandler).  
 
Below: Arriving at the NEC Thursday lunchtime. (John Furness)  

Warley Exhibition Visit  
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Above: At the exhibition, the Trust was awarded the Sir William McAlpine 
Award for the best preservation project in 2019. This was presented to John 
Furness on behalf of the Trust by Michael Pritchard of Peco. (Alan Chandler) 
 

Below: As previously reported, Rails of Sheffield are producing a 4mm scale 
model of the autocar and this early production sample was on display at the 
exhibition. (Lawrence, via Twitter) 
 

Overleaf: The autocar in Hall Five. Alan’s first picture gives some scale of the 
size of the exhibition. The stand volunteers talked themselves hoarse over the 
weekend, made some useful contacts and quite a few sales. (Alan Chandler).  
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Rothley during the GCR Gala. (Sean Croshaw) 


